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										June 2025
Dear Soon-to-be-Fifth-Grade Students (and Parents, too!), 
Summer is here and the time is right for READING!  Please read The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis.  Since you will have a quiz on this book when you return to school, you should keep a reading journal while you read.  Your journal can just be some notes that you took of your favorite part, a confusing part, or a major point of action in the book.  This will help you remember parts of the novel.
It is recommended that you read at least two additional books this summer.  The attached list is just a guide to help you find some fabulous books – you are not limited to the books on the list.  We encourage you to visit libraries and bookstores during the summer and even borrow some books from friends.
Recommended Fifth Grade Reading List
[bookmark: Adventure]Adventure
[image: http://www.greatschools.org/images/articles/IAmtheIceWorm.85x125.gif]
I Am the Ice Worm by MaryAnn Easley (Boys Mill Press, 1998). 
This book is sort of a girls' version of Gary Paulsen's classic Hatchet. In both stories, a teenage character is stranded in the wilderness following a plane crash. In I Am the Ice Worm, 14-year-old Allison is rescued from the Alaskan wild by an Inupiat trapper, who takes her to his village to stay until she can be reunited with her mother. Allison's upbringing in an upper-class family in southern California certainly didn't prepare her for this icy adventure, but she turns out to have courage and adaptability that she didn't expect. Though Allison may initially seem too "girly" for boy readers, this novel has a great blend of adventure, wilderness and family matters that will captivate boys and girls alike.127 pages. 
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[bookmark: Hatchet][bookmark: Classic]Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (Simon & Schuster, 2007). 
The story is about Brian, 13, and how he manages to survive 54 days in the Canadian wilderness after a plane crash. Brian was flying to visit his father when the pilot dies of a heart attack in mid-flight. Brian crash lands the plane into a small lake and swims out of the wreckage. He has his clothing, a tattered windbreaker and a hatchet (a gift from his mother). The novel takes us through Brian's days, how he learns patience through his experiences with failures and small successes: building a fire, fishing and hunting, making his shelter a safe one. He endures a porcupine attack, a tornado and being utterly alone for almost two months. This is a tale of adventure but, more importantly, it is a tale of character growth. This edition includes a new introduction and sidebar commentary by the author. 192 pages. 

Classic Childhood Favorites
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[bookmark: Light]The Light Princess by George McDonald, illustrated by Maurice Sendak (Farrar Straus Giroux, 1984). 
Just when you think your child might be getting too old for fairy tales, along comes this amazing 19th-century princess story to change both of your minds. Chock-full of puns and mixed with just the right blend of whimsy and ethics lessons, The Light Princess deserves a fresh set of 21st-century eyes. Resoundingly recommended. 110 pages. 



[image: http://www.greatschools.org/images/articles/phantom%20tollbooth.jpg]
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster, illustrated by Jules Feiffer (Yearling, 1988). 
Described by many children as "the best book ever," this is fantasy at its best. Full of irony and insights, Juster created a masterpiece when he wrote The Phantom Tollbooth. Give this book to your child and let the wave of words and numbers sweep them into a fantastical world. A clever, almost indescribable book that you may already know about, but is too indispensable to keep from mentioning it here. First published in 1961. 255 pages. 

[bookmark: Fun][bookmark: Historical]Historical Fiction
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Bread and Roses, Too by Katherine Paterson (Houghton Mifflin, 2006). 
Life in Lawrence, Massachusetts, in 1912 wasn't easy. Born to Italian immigrants, Rosa's parents and older sister work in the mills. After her father died in a mill accident, Rosa's mother took in a family of boarders. Even though they needed the money, Rosa's feisty mother insisted that 12-year-old Rosa attend school rather than work in the mill. ... With her unfailing empathy for the young, Paterson combines the thoughts and feelings of a timid child who is torn between the admonitions of an admired teacher who talks against an unfolding mill strike and her earthy Italian mother who, along with Rosa's older sister, participates wholeheartedly in the strike. ... Once again, Paterson displays her gift for bringing the hard past to life for present-day readers. 288 pages. 
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[bookmark: Island]Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell (Yearling, 1971). 
The Newbery Medal winner for 1961, this book could be seen as a precursor to Gary Paulsen's Hatchet (see below). Karana is a 12-year-old Native American who refuses to abandon her 6-year-old brother when her island, Ghalas-at (off the Southern California coast) is evacuated. Shortly thereafter, he tragically dies after being attacked by wild dogs, and Karana begins her solitary wait for a ship to come for her. She waits 18 years. Karana survives by foraging, fishing in the ocean, defending herself from wild dogs and elephant seals, and hiding from the Aleut tribe. Told from her point of view, we share the details of her day-to-day life, watch the days turn into years, and wait for the ship to carry her off her lonely island. O'Dell based this novel on an actual historical figure, known as The Lost Woman of San Nicolas, who lived on the island from 1835-1853. 192 pages. 
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The Mysterious Edge of the Heroic World by E. L. Konigsburg (Simon & Schuster, 2007). 
This is brilliant writing for brilliant kids. There are mentions of matters sexual and violent, but they are glancing references, nothing more. There is some mild swearing. Families can talk about the general historical background and Hitler's specific views of art. Why would controlling art have been so important to a dictator like Hitler? Why would others risk their lives for it? What could make a painting so important? Also, the author is sometimes very subtle, and even gifted readers may need some help sorting out the story. 244 pages. 

[bookmark: Mystery][bookmark: Wall][bookmark: Humor]The Mystery of Rascal Pratt by Robbie Scott and Gary Cianciarulo (Perfect Paperback, 2007). 
This is great historical fiction for children. The story takes place in 1866 at the tip of the Marin Headlands in Northern California. Shipwrecks, pirate adventure, friendships, local flavor — this book has it all to hold the attention of the tween crowd. The protagonists are Emma, Sue and Harris (all 12 years old) and Rascal Pratt, a self-proclaimed pirate who is older than he looks. Achilles, Sue's grandfather, a blind, Native American ranch worker, asks Rascal to find the long-lost treasure of Sir Francis Drake, so that he can buy his freedom from the ranch. The action takes place at a lighthouse and the nearby shoreline and ocean. Because of the wonderful period detail found here, this book is a perfect tie-in for "Talk Like a Pirate Day" on September 19! 207 pages.





Humor
[image: http://www.greatschools.org/images/articles/canningseason.jpg]
The Canning Season by Polly Horvath (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003). 
Ratchet loves her selfish mother but receives little in return. Without warning or luggage of any sort, Ratchet's mother ships her to Maine to spend the summer with two elderly relatives. Tilly and Penpen are un-identical twins who are tremendously eccentric; they are also kind and generous. A laugh-aloud, farcical story evolves from this unlikely premise. Winner of the 2003 National Book Award for Children's Literature. 208 pages. 
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The Pepins and Their Problems by Polly Horvath, illustrated by Marylin Hafner (Farrar, Straus and Giroux Books for Young Readers, 2004). 
Whether it's waking up to find toads in their shoes or searching for cheese when their cow makes lemonade, the Pepin family's endless tangles entertain the reader. Lucky for them they have the author, whose insight into their hilarious misfortunes helps guide them in problem solving. 192 pages. 
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The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 5th Grade by Kenneth Derby (Holiday House, 2004). 
Tony Baloney is obsessed with David Letterman and is determined to be a guest on his show. This fast-paced, action-packed story is sure to keep the reader amused — top 10 lists and all! 144 pages. 
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What Would Joey Do? by Jack Gantos (HarperTrophy, 2004). 
Now that Joey's divorced mom has a new boyfriend, his dad has returned to town to buzz their house on his roaring motorcycle. The fact that his own sick, elderly mother is living with his son and former wife doesn't deter him at all. When Joey's mom sends him to be homeschooled with a bratty blind girl with a religious mother whose motto is "What Would Jesus Do?" Joey adopts this motto - with his own modifications. While the premises of Joey's story - no allies except a small dog and a sick old lady - are harsh, the book is hilarious. 240 pages. 

[bookmark: Mysteries]Mysteries
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Airborn by Kenneth Oppel (Eos, 2005). 
Matt is a cabin boy on board a luxurious airship, the Aurora. Matt meets Kate, who has arranged for a flight on the Aurora so that she can investigate diary entries her grandfather made regarding large, feline creatures with bat-like wings. Soon, the Aurora is attacked by pirates and forced by a storm to land on a tropical island. While exploring the island, Matt and Kate stumble across the bones of one of the "cloud cats" and observe one living in the treetops. But they are captured by the pirates, whose hideout is on the very same island. Will Matt and Kate be able to escape? You won't want to stop turning the pages until you know the answer! Rich with action, the character development does not suffer. Matt and Kate are likable heroes, the pirates vile and even the airship, Aurora, takes on a personality of its own. 544 pages. 
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Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett (Scholastic, 2004).
Mysterious letters, picture puzzles called "pentominoes" and a stolen painting by the Dutch artist Vermeer unite unlikely friends, Petra Andalee and Calder Pillay, in an effort to solve a mystery. 254 pages. 
[bookmark: rec2][image: http://www.greatschools.org/images/articles/spyforce.jpg]
Spy Force Mission: In Search of the Time and Space Machine by Deborah Abela, illustrated by George O'Connor (Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing, 2005). 
An 11-year-old girl discovers boredom is the least of her problems during the summer she spends at her aunt's farm. Her secret-agent stories take on a new reality when she happens upon a real spy ring. This story is the ultimate thriller for our age. 240 pages. 
[image: http://www.greatschools.org/images/articles/timestopsfornomoouse.jpg]
Time Stops for No Mouse by Michael Hoeye (Penguin, 2004). 
Hermux is a watchmaker who also happens to be a mouse. He is mostly content with his life of order and quiet nights curled up with some cheese and a good book, but that all changes when one Linka Perflinger, aviatrix and daredevil, enters and mysteriously exits the picture. 279 pages. 




[bookmark: Realism]
Realism
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Alabama Moon by Watt Key (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006). 
In the piney woods of south Alabama, 10-year-old Moon Blake has been raised by his survivalist father, a paranoid Vietnam veteran. When his father dies, Moon buries him beside his mother, who had softened their harsh existence while she lived. Not long before he died, Moon's father told him to write him letters after his death - and if Moon burned the letters, the messages would reach him. Pap called these "smoke letters." ... With a wonderful villain and touches of distinctive humor, the author takes his wiry, tough, goodhearted hero through a residence in a boys' "home," a true friendship, assorted escapes and into a happy ending. ... This debut novel is absolutely first-rate. 304 pages. 
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Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan (Scholastic, 2005). 
Naomi Leon Outlaw is many things: a great sister, a kind granddaughter and an excellent soap carver, but she is having a harder time just being Naomi. Her journey to find her own true voice and reconnect with her father takes her from a trailer park in Lemon Tree, California, to a radish-carving festival in Oaxaca, Mexico. 272 pages. 
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The Liberation of Gabriel King by K.L. Going (Penguin Young Readers Group, 2005). 
Frita Wilson works hard to help her friend Gabe to overcome the fear of bullies in fifth grade. This is an inspiring story about friendship and understanding between an African American girl and a white boy. 151 pages. 
[image: http://www.greatschools.org/images/articles/maniacmagee.jpg]
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli (Little, Brown, 1990). 
A homeless orphan becomes a legend in a town divided by racism in this sometimes funny, sometimes moving, always exciting story. Jeffrey Magee's exploits may have made him famous, but reconciling a town filled with hate and finding a decent life for himself may be more than even he can manage. 184 pages. Boston Globe-Horn Book Award and Newbery Medal. 
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No Talking by Andrew Clements, illustrated by Mark Elliott (Simon & Schuster, 2007). 
This is an ear-to-ear-grinningly delightful school story. Parents need to know that there is nothing to be concerned about here and lots to cheer. It's a story that even reluctant readers can love, about good-hearted children and adults who grow in compassion and understanding. Families can talk about silence and civil disobedience. Why does the silence seem so powerful? How does it change everyone's perceptions? What do you think of the standoff between Dave and the principal? 146 pages. 


Nonfiction
[bookmark: Animals]Animals
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Gorilla Doctors: Saving Endangered Great Apes by Pamela S. Turner (Houghton Mifflin, 2005). 
The veterinarians of Rwanda's Mountain Gorilla Project make house calls — or rather, "forest calls" — tracking down and treating ailing gorillas in the wild. Short chapters present dramatic accounts of real incidents, such as an expedition to untangle a gorilla from an antelope snare or the rescue of an orphaned baby gorilla. Factual information about these endangered animals is included, as well as full-color photos of the gorillas and the doctors. This book will appeal to animal lovers and to kids thinking of careers as veterinarians or naturalists. 64 pages. 

[bookmark: Biographies]



Biographies
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Babe Didrikson Zaharias: The Making of a Champion by Russell Freedman (Clarion Books, 1999). 
This is an uplifting sports bio for tweens and up. Parents need to know that Babe struggles with prejudice against women. Written with verve that matches Babe's personality, this true story will encourage young readers, especially those interested in sports. Families who read this book could discuss how Babe's discipline helped her win at a time when women were not accepted in sports. Why were woment treated this way? How have things changed? Do they need to change more? 192 pages. 

Other Recommended Reading:

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass
The War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
Frindle by Andrew Clements
The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson
Because of Winn Dixie by Kate di Camillo 
Tut-Tut by Jon Saeszka 
Crash by Jerry Spinelli
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